COSTELLO

The most recent task that we have performed for the decommissioning of the Pilgrim Nuclear Plant was
the removal of the Meteorological (MET) Tower. For decades, the tower was a vital component in the
communication system of the plant.

A thorough engineering analysis of the cable guyed support system for the 220’ tower led to a safe and
efficient plan for dismantling this structure. The tower had been painted in the familiar red and white
pattern used for structures that could be impediments to air traffic. This tower was within glide path
impact of a local airport. We sampled both the red and white paint to be sure there was no asbestos
content in the paint. Increasingly, we find asbestos in painted coatings, hence our precaution for this
structure. Testing was negative for asbestos.

The goal of any demolition plan is to develop a safe and efficient method of addressing all the variables
that challenge a project. On a previous project at Pilgrim, we took down a 185’ communication tower
that was situated in close proximity to adjacent active and occupied structures. We successfully utilized a
method of cutting sections on the tower to be hoisted using a crane, then processed on the ground for
transport from the site. The MET tower was located in a more remote area of the plant. The structure
and site for this tower indicated a completely different approach to bringing this tower down.

Our many years of experience with similar projects were put into action to develop an elegant
engineering solution to bring down the tower within its own footprint and without worker exposure to
working at heights or in close proximity to the tower itself. A plan was designed to use an excavator
equipped with a hydraulic shear to cut selected guy wires in sequence, allowing the tower to collapse
while remaining guy wires direct and guide the collapse of the then structurally compromised tower.

We chose an early morning target time for dropping the tower because winds are typically calmest early
in the day, assuring minimal impact on the direction of the fall of the tower.

Weather cooperated and the plan was executed flawlessly by our crew. We captured some video to

memorialize the event. Enjoy.
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There are six cables on three sides attached to six concrete dead-men anchors.
Tower will be toppled by mechanically shearing the three outer cables and then
moving to shear the three inner cables on one side, allowing it to fall and
collapse on the direct (180 degree) opposite side. We are aware of the potential
energy in the cables and intend to keep personnel away from the dead-men
anchor points until all cables are sheared. Tower sections will be processed
and further sheared for load-out.
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