
 

 

 

Sycamore Street in Holbrook, MA had been home to a 
600,000-gallon water storage tank since 1887. 

 

Increasing demand for water and the need to 
retire the oldest tank from service brought 
Costello Dismantling to the project.  Prior to 
demolition, all three tanks were tightly packed 
on site once the new tank was completed  

 

Our experience with dismantling tanks allowed 
us to craft a work plan addressing the challenge 
of removing the 1887 riveted tank (30.6’ in 
diameter) and tall (115’ in height) safely with no 
damage to the other tanks.  Space was 
extremely limited. We initially created an 
access opening at the base roughly 8’ wide by 
10’ high so that our skid steer could enter the 
tank.  

 

 

 

Due to the height, we used a crane with man-basket to allow our 
torch cutters safe access to the roof to drop it inside the shell. We 
had anticipated a steel plate roof, but it was discovered to be 
fiberglass over steel framing, which enabled us to extract the 
fiberglass and framing into containers for recycling.   

 

 



 

 

The ground crew then removed and further prepared the 
shell for offsite recovery and recycling.  The shell was cut 
into manageable pieces roughly 7’ by the height of the 
riveted shell (roughly 6’) which allowed the torch cutter to 
manually push the cut plate into the tank. 

  

 

 

 

 

The floor plate was eventually cut for recycling as well.  The granite block foundation ring 
blocks were saved and were trucked to our yard.  Our excavator then hammered out the 
remaining concrete foundation as required, and we left the site in a rough graded condition 
to eliminate fall hazards. 

 

 

The key element is that proper design and planning of a job bring countless factors to bear 
to develop a safe, efficient, and profitable project from start to finish. 

 

If you can spare 2 minutes and 25 seconds, this video is worth watching! 
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